
the deportation of foreign-born lepers—some provision
in the laws making the development of leprosy annul
naturalization perhaps. We do not want lepers here
and should not be forced to keep those who come from
foreign lands with incipient leprosy.

THE OPIUM TRADE.
The present British Parliament has committed itself

to the opinion that the Indo-Chinese opium trade is
morally indefensible, a conclusion that has been adopted
long since by nearly every one not connected directly or
indirectly with the British revenue. It will be remem-
bered by our readers that some years ago a rather
voluminous report of a government commission appeared
defending the British Indian opium trade and making
out that the use of opium by orientals, excepting, per-
haps, in Burmah, was not harmful. The testimony to
this effect was furnished by British Indian officialdom
and interested landed proprietors, while the missionaries
\p=m-\withone or two exceptions\p=m-\thenative authorities
not connected with the opium trade and a few British
officials were decidedly of the contrary opinion. That
opium is a curse to China, which derives much of its
supply from British India, has long been acknowledged,
and there is considerable evidence by missionaries and
disinterested authorities that the opium vice is a serious
matter with the East Indians themselves. Whether Par¬
liament will go beyond the resolution stage is yet to be
seen, but it is hoped that moral ideas may overcome the
long-standing policy of the British revenue officials and
the commercial interests that have together been able to
keep up the iniquitous business. It would seem as if
there was a need of legal regulation of the opium culture
in all countries. It is a valuable drug, but for other
than medical purposes the world would certainly be bet¬
tor without it..

Medical News
ALABAMA.

Personal.\p=m-\Dr. James E. Seay, Pratt City, is ill at his
home.\p=m-\Drs. Benjamin G. Copeland, Edwin P. Solomon and
Ferdinand H. Turner will open a modern infirmary in Birm-
ingham, October 1.
Correction.\p=m-\Thehealth officer of Birmingham informs us

that an item of medical news in the issue of July 28 was in-
correct, that there is no such individual as Thaddeus L. Robin-
son practicing in Birmingham and that Dr. Thaddeus L. Rob-
ertson, whost name is very similar, has always made promptobstetrical reports.

CALIFORNIA.
Proposed Hospitals.\p=m-\Ahospital to cost about $50,000 maybe erected at Los Angeles by the Southern California confer-

ence of the Methodist church.\p=m-\The proposition to establish
a hospital at Marysville with the co\l=o"\perationof the railroads
passing through that city, is again being agitated with pros-pect of early success.
New Hospital.\p=m-\Plansare being prepared for the Sunset Hos-

pital, San Francisco, to be built by the Sunset Hospital Asso¬
ciation. The structure will be constructed of reinforced con¬
crete, will be three stories and a basement in height, and will
cover a ground space of 104 by 92 feet. The institution will
contain 08 private rooms and two wards, and the roof will
be occupied by a solarium and roof garden.
Personal.—Dr. Fitch C. E. Mattison. Pasadena, returned from

his trip to the Atlantic coast. July 27.-Dr. Chester Rowell,
Fresno, who has been seriously ill, is reported out of danger.

-Dr. David Powell, Marysville, has been appointed local
surgeon for the Northern Electric Company.-Dr. John R.
Colburn, Los Angeles, has gone to Japan. .

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA.
Communicable Diseases.—No new cases of scarlet fever werereported and 7 patients were discharged, recovered, leaving 18

still in quarantine. Diphtheria was increased by three cases,making a total of 4 cases under treatment at the close of the
week. No smallpox was said to be in the District at the
time of the report.

ILLINOIS.
Prosecution of Midwives.—Judgments for $100 and costs

have been secured at Decatur, Macon County, against Mrs.
Minna Girk and Mrs. Pauline Schulke, for practicing mid¬
wifery without having first obtained licenses from the StateBoard of Health.
Deaths of the Week.—Deaths from all causes for the week

ended August 4 were 501, which is equivalent to an annual
death rate per 1,000 of 12.75. Acute intestinal diseases caused
116 deaths; consumption, 56; violence, including suicide and
Bright's disease, each 34; heart diseases and pneumonia, each32; and cancer, 27. Sunstroke was responsible for two deaths.
Addition to Hospital.—An important addition will be made

to Brokaw Hospital, Bloomington, this summer. The struct¬
ure to be erected will be of brick, two stories in height, andlocated east of the original building. The new building willbe devoted to baths, lavatories and rooms for electric and
massage treatment.
Better Care for the Insane.—At a joint meeting of the State

Board of Charities and of the trustees of the Illinois EasternHospital for the Insane, Hospital, it was decided to
begin at once improvements in the system of nursing and at¬
tention to patients with night supervision and medical attend¬
ance. The establishment of a modern pathologic laboratoryand the selection of a pathologist who will act also as in¬
structor to the medical staff in special methods of examining
cases and record keeping are planned.-A training school
for nurses is to be opened in September with a three-year
course.

Diphtheria.—Diphtheria was reported near Blue Mound, July24, where 5 cases have occurred in one family. All possibleefforts are being made by the authorities to prevent thespread of the disease.-At Edwards Station 6 cases of diph¬theria have developed and others are feared.-Several casesof diphtheria are reported south of Roseville and one or twodeaths have occurred at Swan Creek. Reports of the StateBoard of Health show that diphtheria is present in several
localities in different sections of the state.
Mortality of igo6.—During the first seven months of the

year, 639 more deaths were reported to the Bureau of VitalStatistics than during the corresponding period of 1905, whichis equivalent to an increase nearly of nine-tenths of one percent, in the annual death rate per 1,000 population. The chiefincreases in death-causes have been 270 from scarlet fever,255 from pneumonia, 110 from violence other than suicide, 98from cancer, 92 from acute intestinal diseases, 60 from nervous
diseases, 53 from diphtheria, 47 from Bright's disease, and33 from typhoid fever. Deaths from the following diseases de¬
creased in number: Consumption, 36; smallpox, 57; convul¬sions, 53; measles, 105; .bronchitis, 154; and whooping-cough,216. The chief death-causes this year have been, pneumonia,2,726; consumption, 1,943; Bright's disease, 1.233; violence, in¬cluding suicide, 1.224; heart diseases, 1,219; and acute in¬testinal diseases, 1,117.
Successful Prosecution of Itinerant Vendors of Drugs.—Inactions brought at the instance of the State Board of Health,judgments have been obtained in both Kane and Peoria

counties against an itinerant vendor who styles himself"Phenomenal Kraus," and who heads an organization adver¬
tised as the "Hot Springs Doctors." This man has been men¬tioned frequently in these columns. A judgment for .$100 and
costs was secured against Kraus at Aurora, Kane County.July 30, and judgments amounting to $1,000 were obtainedin Peoria, August 3. In an action brought against this de¬
fendant in Vermilion County t\vo years ago the State Board
of Health was unsuccessful. Judgments against two otheritinerant vendors of drugs were obtained in St. Clair County,July 25, fines of $100 and costs being assessed in each case—
one against Andrew Backe, representing the Clifton remedy,and the other against William S. Hill, representing the Raw-leigh Remedy Company.
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